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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

2. Claims 4 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
Indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "wherein the media includes audio, 
video and/or text data" in lines 1-2. It is unclear whether "video and text data" or "video 
or text data" are claimed. This makes claim 4 indefinite. For the similar reasons, claim 
23 is also indefinite. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 20-26, 34 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Goldenberg et al [WO 03/021 927 /\2]. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Goldenberg et al disclose a method for 
capturing media during a recording session using a separate input device for each of 
plural audio sources, as shown in Fig. 1 , comprising: 

producing audio data with each separate input device (12) [Fig. 1; page 8, lines 
24-25] ; 

processing the audio data to identify a portion of audio data having a first audio 
characteristic (i.e. beginning and end of interaction) [Fig. 1; page 9, lines 12-22]; and 

storing an audio record for each identified portion of audio data [Fig. 1, element 
19; page 8, line 26 to page 9, line 10], wherein each audio record is associated with 
temporal data used in determining a sequence of the identified portion of audio data in 
relation to other identified portions of audio data from other separate input devices, and 
wherein each audio record is associated with identity data representing identifying 
characteristics for the identified portion of audio data [Fig. 1; page 7, line 3 to page 13, 
line 9; claims 12-13, 1-5; page 16, lines 4-26]. 

Claim 21 is essentially similar to claim 1 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 2, Goldenberg et al further disclose the method, wherein the 
producing audio data with each separate input device includes: transferring an audio 
signal from the separate input device to a processing station (15) to produce an audio 
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file; and editing the audio file to produce audio data [Fig. 1; page 13, line 19 to page 15, 
line 16]. 

Claim 22 is essentially similar to claim 2 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 3, Goldenberg et al further disclose the method, wherein a 
participant who was the audio source for the audio file edits the audio file to produce 
audio data [Fig. 1; page 18, lines 1 1-25]. 

Regarding claim 4, Goldenberg et al further disclose the method, wherein the 
media includes audio, video or text data [page 6, lines 7-13; claim 8], and wherein the 
first audio characteristic is at least a predetermined energy level of audio, which is 
inherent in triggering to record interactions (claim 13) [Fig. 1; page 9, lines 12-22]. 

Claim 23 is essentially similar to claim 4 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claims 24, Goldenberg et al further disclose a means (13) for 
generating visual data that is associated with the identified portion of audio data as 
identity data [Fig. 1 ; claim 4]. 
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Claim 34 is essentially similar to claim 24 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 6, Goldenberg et al further disclose the method, wherein the . 
identity data associates visual data with the identified portion of audio data [page 17, 
lines 12-15; claim 4]. 

Regarding claim 7, Goldenberg et al further disclose the method, wherein the 
audio record contains audio of the identified portion of audio data [claim 5]. 

Regarding claim 8, Goldenberg et al further disclose the method, wherein the 
storing an audio record for each identified portion of audio data includes: compiling 
audio records into a browsable record [Fig. 1; page 3, lines 19-26]. 

Claims 20 and 25 are essentially similar to claim 8 and are rejected for the 
reasons stated above. 

Regarding claims 26, Goldenberg et al further disclose a means (12) for 
recording audio [Fig. 1]. 

Regarding claims 36, Goldenberg et al further disclose the system, the audio 
data is included as part of a file which contains video data [Fig. 1 , element 15]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldenberg et al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Nakamura et a! [US 
6,061,496]. 

Regarding claim 9, Goldenberg et al do not teach expressly using 
recording reference data to reproduce audio data. 

Nakamura et al teach using recording reference data to 
reproduce audio data [Figs. 6-9; col. 8, line 50 to col. 10, line 66; col. 13, line 65 to col. 
14, line 14; col. 18, line 64 to col. 19, line 5; claims 1, 7]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Nakamura et al with Goldenberg et al to use 
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the recorded audio data of Goldenberg et al in order to produce output audio signals 
[Nakamura et al; col. 8, lines 50-59]. 

7. Claims 5, 9-19, 27-33, 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Goldenberg et al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Dolby [US 4,773,094]. 

Regarding claim 9, Goldenberg et al do not teach expressly using 
recording reference data to reproduce audio data. 

Dolby teaches a method for capturing test data, wherein the producing audio 
data includes recording reference data from a reference signal generator (24), and 
audio within a storage device, wherein the reference data is based upon a reference 
signal [Figs. 1-6; col. 2, lines 32-42; col. 3, line 59 to col. 5, line 30; col. 8, lines 56-68]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Dolby with Goldenberg et al to use the 
recorded audio data of Goldenberg et al in order to confirm the reproduction of the 
recorded signal [ Dolby; col. 1, lines 15-20]. 

Claim 27 is essentially similar to claim 9 and is rejected for the reasons stated 

above. 
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Regarding claim 10, Dolby further teaches the method, wherein the reference 
signal is a main reference signal used in generating reference data in each of the 
separate input devices to synchronize files of participants at locations remote from one 
another, wherein synchronizing multiple tracks is equivalent to synchronizing files from 
multiple input devices [Fig. 6; col. 16, lines 40-60; col. 17, line 14 to col. 19, line 34]. 

Regarding claims 11-19, 28-33, 35, the limitations are shown above. 

Regarding claim 5, Dolby further teaches the method, wherein the processing the 
audio data to identify a portion of audio data includes: filtering the audio data [Figs. 4A 
through 4E; col. 1 1 , line 42 to col. 12, line 9]. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(i) Bruno et al [US 5,710,591] teaches a method and apparatus for 
recording and indexing an audio and multimedia conference [Whole document]; 

(ii) Degen et al [US 5,586,216] disclose a method and apparatus for 
recording and audio data user interface [ Figs. 1-9; Abstract]; 

(ili) Hull et al [US 7,167,191 B2] disclose techniques for capturing infomriation 
during mulfimedia presentafions [Figs. 1 thru 98; Abstract]; And 
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(iv) Moran et al [US 5,786,814] disclose a system for playbacl< of a recorded 
session [Figs. 1-22; Abstract]. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from ttie 
examiner stiould be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can nomially be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supen/isor. Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 OOOv / 



Ramnandan Singh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 




